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The up-to-date tendencies in diagnostics and treatment of the articular cartilage defects in the form
of the review lecture are summarized in the article. The data concerning the structure and functions of the
cartilage tissue, its various zones construction, many-sided role of chondrocytes and extracellular matrix
are presented. The analysis of different causes resulting in damage and occurrence of cartilage covering
defects of the synovial joints is given.
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