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The article is devoted to the historical review and analysis of the Vitebsk guberniya surgical service
during the period from the Rzhech Pospolita division till the Soviet period. Changes in the administrative
arrangements which took place in Byelorussian Lands at that time led to the formation of the so-called
Russian type of medico-sanitary service in Vitebsk region. Obligatory re-attestation deprived many Vitebsk
doctors their medical practice for some period of time. Constant lack of financial support and lack of
surgical staff caused expansion of surgical practice among uyezd doctors. Only at the end of the XIX-
beginning of the XX century when some achievements of “great era of medical discoveries” found wide
application and land reforming was conducted on the Byelorussian territory, though with a half-century
delay, some steady tendency towards improvement of all medical service in general and of surgery in
particular could be observed in Vitebsk region.
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